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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES—Continued 
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TRADE ACTIVITY IN TWENTY-NINE REGIONS 





RETAIL SALES STEADY 


Consumer spending in the early part 
of October remained close to year Ago 
levels. Cooler weather stimulated the 
sale of Fall and Winter merchandise. 
There was a continued extension of 
night openings throughout the country. 

Total retail sales adjusted for sea- 
sonal variation in September were esti- 
mated as $14.0 billion. This was & per 
cent above a year ago and 4 per cent 
above August 1952. 

Apparel volume, although it contin- 
ued to be above a year ago, rose less 
than is customary at this time of year. 
Unusually high temperatures through- 
out the month of September served as 
a deterrent to the purchase of Fall and 
Winter clothing. 

Consumer purchases of food rose 
from both a year ago and a month ago. 
Housewives continued to shun expen- 
sive cuts of meat. About the middle 
of September, heavier shipments of 
livestock resulted in some reduction in 
meat prices. 

Spending for durables was slightly 
below a year ago. Many buyers de 
layed their purchases of automobiles in 
anticipation of the 1953 models which 
were to be introduced in October. 

Volume in household appliances was 
Sales of 
television sets rose seasonally. A large 


also somewhat diminished. 


part of the overall increase was caused 
by the extremely high level of sales in 
areas such as Denver, Portland and 
Seattle where the first television. sta 
tions in these regions were to be put in 
operavion., 

Consumer prices declined slightly 
trom the all-time high reached in Au- 
gust. The September cost-of-living 
index was estimated at 1go.8. This was 
fractionally below August and 2 per 
cent above a year ago. Declining food 
prices were responsible for the drop. 

Retailers’ collections in September 
were more prompt than a year ago in 
six cities, unchanged in 55 cities and 
slower in 47 cities. 
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REGIONAL TRADE BAROMETER COMPARISONS 


REGION 
United States 


. New England re 
. New York City ee 
. Albany, Uuca and Syracuse 
. Buffalo and Rochester 

. Northern New Jersey 
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. Cincinnati and Columbus . 
. Indianapolis and Louisville 
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. Detroit 

. Milwaukee 
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. lowa and Nebraska 


St. Lours 


7. Kansas City 
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. Maryland and Virgima 

. North and South Carolina 
. Atlanta and Birmingham 
. Florida 


Memphis 


. New Orleans 


Texas 


. Denver 
». Salt Lake City 
> Portland and Seattle 


San Francisco 
Los Angeles 


Revised 





Adjusted for Seasonal Variation 


(1935-1939 = 100) 


Aug. 
1952 


347-3 
234.7 
244.2 
303.9 
3,011.1 
234.2 
273.2 
2583.5 
343.60 
363.5 
393.8 
275-9 
306.5 
354.8 
320.8 
332.2 
294.5 
440.1 
331.2 
393.0 
455.0 
451.1 
405.5 
437-5 
499.1 
371.9 
350.7 
375.7 
310.5 
333.5 


Change 
from 
Aug. 195! 
Yo 


+ 3.0 
— II.9 
1.4 
1.8 
0.6 
0.1 
4-5 
1.9 
0.5 


July 
1952 


354.0 
228.9 
285.7 
314.1 
312.6 
239.1 
292.9 
292.4 
370.8 
387.4 
387.3 
303.3 
355.3 
358.7 
312.8 
319.1 
306.3 
307.4 
337.5 
382.7 
443.0 
463.6 
368.6° 
429.9 
495.2 
365.3 
320.3 
363.4 
354-4 
357-1 


Change Comparison Retail 
from 


July 1952 
%o 
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1.9 
2.5 


—14.5 


it+i+it+i i 


3-3 
3-7 
2.1 
6.7 
3.0 
7-3 
6.1 
1.7 
9.0 
2.3 
1.1 


with 
U.S. 
%o 


— 32.4 
— 29.7 
—12.5 
—14.3 
— 32.6 
—21.3 
—18.3 
— 1 
+ 4.8 
+13.4 
—20.6 
+ 5-5 
+ 2.2 
— 7.6 
— 7.2 
—15.2 
— 2.1 
— 4.6 
+ 13.2 
+ 31.0 
+29.9 
+17.6 
+ 26.0 
+ 32.2 
+ 7.1 
+ 1.0 
+ 85 
—10.6 
— 4.0 


Sales 
1948 
% 

100.0 
6.1 
7:7 
2.2 
1.7 
2.6 
5.8 
3.6 
2.8 
3.0 
2.9 
6.6 
4-4 
2.1 
4.2 
3.0 
2.6 
3-4 
4.0 
2.6 
3-9 
1.8 
1.7 
1.5 
5.6 
1.4 
0.9 
3.0 
4.0 
4-9 
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TRADE ACTIVITY 


A REGIONAL SUMMARY 





Region 1 

Aucust—Barometer 2°, above July, 2°, 
below year ago, 32°, below U. S. 

SepTreMBER—Department store sales 
compared with a year ago: Lowell 
Lawrence +18°., Providence +-5°, 
Springfield -+-2°., Boston » New 
Haven —3°/,. Collections compared with 
a year ago: unchanged Bangor, Hartford, 
New Haven, Providence; slower Man- 
chester, New Bedford, and Worcester. 
Electronic industry continued expansion. 


an 
? 


Region 2 
Avcust—Barometer 15°, below July, 
1°. below year ago, 30°. below U. S. 
Purchases ot new Government bonds 
in July caused a large increase in the 
barometer and consequently accounted 
for the unnatural decrease in August. 
Seprember—New York City depart- 
ment store sales 9°, below year ago. Total 
retail trade in New York City 3°, below 
a year ago and 5°, above a month ago. 
Collections remained slow. 


Region 3 

Aucust—Barometer 3°, below July, 
2°, above year ago, 13°, below U. S. 

SePTEMBER—Syracuse department store 
sales 2°, below year ago. Total retail 
trade compared with a year ago: Syracuse 
+-5°., Utuca unchanged, Albany —2°,, 
Binghamton — 3°/,. Wholesale trade com- 
pared with a year ago: Utica +-12°%, Syra- 
cuse +-7°., Albany +-2°., Binghamton 
—4°. Collections unchanged from a 
year ago except slower in Binghamton. 


Region 4 

Avucust—Barometer 4°, below July, 
1° above year ago, 13°, below U. S. 

SepTeMBER—Department store sales 
compared with a year ago: Buffalo +-3°%, 
Rochester unchanged. Total retail trade 
compared with a year ago: Buffalo -+-3°.., 
Rochester +-2°, Elmira unchanged. Col- 
lections compared with a year ago: Ro- 
chester unchanged, Buffalo and Elmira 
unchanged.. Buffalo flour output 4°, 
above year ago. 


Region 5 

Avucust—Barometer 2°, below July, 
unchanged from 1951, 33°%, below U. S. 

SEPTEMBER— | rade conditions in New- 
ark compared with a year ago: depart- 
ment store sales —5°/, total retail trade 
—4°,, wholesale trade —1°. Continued 
development of suburban shopping cen- 
ters has caused large metropolitan stores 
to suffer a decline in retail trade. How- 
ever the total level of sales for the entire 
area remains above a year ago. 





The Dun's Review Regronal Trade Ba- 
rometers are dengned to reflect changes 
im constamer purchases of commodities in 
the United States and 29 regions. A de- 
seription of the barometer and back fig- 
ures are available without charge. 

The regional trade summaries are based 
upon data collected and weighed by the 
local Dun & Brapstreet offices. Depart- 
ment store sales, reported by the Federal 
Reserve District Banks, are for the four 
weeks ended September 27, 1952. 











Region 6 

Avcust—Barometer 7°, below July, 
4°, below year ago, 21°, below U. S. 

Septembex—Philadephia department 
store sales 1°., below a year ago. Total 
retail trade compared with a year ago: 
Harrisburg -+-8°,, Lancaster +-2°., York 
unchanged, Wilmington —2°/, Philadel- 
phia —3°%, Allentown —5°,, Reading 
—6°., Trenton —8°<, and Wilkes-Barre 
—10°%. Collections unchanged from a 
year ago in Philadelphia, Harrisburg, 
Wilmington, and York. 


Region 7 

Aucust—Barometer 3°4, below July, 
2°%, below year ago, 18°, below U. S. 

SepTeMBER—Department store sales 
compared with a year ago: Erie — 3°, 
Pittsburgh —5°,. Total retail trade com- 
pared with a year ago: Erie +-8°,,, Charles- 
ton and Huntington +-6°,,, Youngstown 
+-5°., Pittsburgh —5°. Collections com- 
pared with a year ago: retailers’ and whole- 
salers’ slower, manufacturers’ unchanged. 
Steel mills operating at record levels. 


Region 8 

Avucust—Barometer 7°4, below July, 
1°, below year ago, 1°%, below U. S. 

SepTemBeER—Department store sales 
compared with a year ago: Akron un- 
changed, Cleveland —2°,. Total retail 
trade compared with a year ago: Lima 
+-5°., Cleveland —1°%, Akron —4°%, 
Canton —19°4, Toledo —45°.. Strike 
of department store employees in Toledo 
resulted in large drop in retail volume. 
Collections unchanged from a year ago. 


Region 9 

Avucust—Barometer 6°, below July, 
3°. above year ago, 5°”, above U. S. 

SepteMBer—Department store sales 
compared with a year ago: Cincinnati 
-+-2°/, Columbus +-1°4. Total retail trade 
compared with a year ago: Columbus 
+-10°/,, Cincinnati and Springfield +2°%, 
Dayton — 3°4. Collections compared with 
year ago: unchanged Cincinnati and Day- 
ton, slower Columbus and Springfield. 
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Region 10 

Aveust—Barometer 2°. above July, 
2°, below year ago, 13°., above U. S. 

SeptemBpen—Department store sales 
compared avith a year ago: Louisville 
+1°., Indianapolis —2°,. Total retail 
trade compared with a year ago: Louts- 
ville and Terre Haute +1°., Evansville 
—1°4, Fort Wayne —6°., Indianapolis 
—10°. Collections unchanged from a 
year ago except slower in Terre Haute. 


Wholesale volume unchanged from 1951. 
Region 11 


Aucust—Barometer 9°, below July, 
3°. below a year ago, 21°, below U. S. 

SeptemBer—Chicago department store 
sales 3°, below a year ago. Total retail 
trade compared with a year ago: Peoria 
-+-10°,,, Chicago -+-7°.,, Springfield +-1°., 
Rockford unchanged, South Bend — 5°... 
Collections compared with a year ago: 
more prompt Chicago, Rockford, and 
Springheld, unchanged South Bend, 


slower Peoria. 


Region 12 

Avucust-~—Barometer 2°, above July, 
6°%, below’a year ago, 6°4, above U. S. 

SepTemBer—Detroit department .store 
sales 1°, above a year ago. Total retail 
trade compared with a year ago: Grand 
Rapids -}-5°,, Detroit +-2°4. Wholesale 
trade compared with a year ago: Grand 
Rapids -++-10°/,, Detroit +-6°.. Collections 
unchanged from a year ago. Detroit 
which six months ago had a labor surplus, 
now faces shortage of skilled machinists. 


Region 13 

Avucust—Barometer 1° below July, 
4°., below year ago, 2°/ above U. S. 

SepTemMBer— Milwaukee department 
store sales 3°, below a year ago. Total 
retail trade compared with a year ago: 
Milwaukee — 3°4,, Madison —5°“, Green 
Bay —9°.. Wholesale trade compared 
with a year ago: Green Bay +-7°/,, Mil- 
waukee and Madison — 3°... Collections 
compared with a year ago: unchanged 
Milwaukee and Green Bay, slower Madi 
son. Temporary layoffs affected sales. 


Region 14 

Avucust—Barometer 3°/, above July, 
2°, above a year ago, 8°”, below U. S. 

September—Department store sales 
compared with a year ago: Duluth- 
Superior -+-2°., Minneapolis unchanged, 
St. Paul —2°<. Total retail trade com- 
pared with a year ago: Butte +-10°/, Sioux 
Falls +-5°.,, Fargo +3°4, La Crosse +2°/, 
Billings and Minneapolis unchanged, St. 
Paul —2°%. Collections unchanged to 
slower taan a year ago. 
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A REGIONAL SUMMARY 





Region 15 

Avucust—Barometer 4°, above July, 
4°, below a year ago, 7°, below U. S. 

SepTeMBEeR—Nebraska department 
store sales 2°, below a year ago. Total 
retail trade compared with a year ago: 
Dubuque and Waterloo +2 Daven- 
port, Des Moines, and Sioux City -+-1"., 
Lincoln —2°., Cedar Rapids — 3 Col 
lections compared with a year ago: un- 
changed Davenport, Cedar Rapids, Des 
Moines, Lincoln, and Sioux City; slower 
Dubuque and Waterloo. 


Region 16 

Avucust—Barometer 4°, below July and 
a year ago, 15°, below U. S. 

SepTEMBER— Trade conditions in St. 
Louis compared with a year ago: depart- 
ment store sales unchanged, total retail 
trade unchanged, wholesale trade -+-5 
Retailers’ and wholesalers’ collections 
slower than a year ago, manufacturers un 
changed. Extensive promotions of mer- 
chandise at reduced prices and liberal 


credit terms failed to stimulate trade. 


Region 17 
Aucust—Barometer below 
below year ago, 2°”, below U. S. 
SepTEMBER—Department store sales 
compared with a year ago: Topeka +-4°., 
Oklahoma City unchanged, Kansas City 
~9°, Wichita —2 


Total retail trad 


MY Joseph ro , 
le compared with a year 
, Oklahoma City -+-4°", 
, St. 


Collections unchanged 


ago: Tulsa 
W x hita 


foseph * 


Kansas City —7 


from a year ago except slower in Wichita. 


Region 18 


Barometer 2 below July, 


AUGUST 


above a vear ago, 


below U.S. 


SeEPTEMB! r—Dep irtment store sales 
compared with a year ago: Baltimore 
2>., Washington 6 Fotal retail 
trade compared with a year ago: Lynch- 
Nortolk + 


j - 
mona 


burg Roanoke 
S 


+-— Ru 


Bristol ’ 2 


. Washington and 
Collec 
tions unchanged trom a year ago except 


l. 
»ditimore ; 
more prompt in Roanoke. 


Region 19 
Avoust—Barometer 3 above July, 
ibove a vear ago, 13°. above U. S, 
~Total retail trade com 
pared with a year ago: Greenville +15°%, 
Winston-Salem -+-8 Charlotte +5°., 
Asheville +-4°., Greensboro --3°., Co- 
lumbia —1°., Raleigh —5°., Charleston 
~3°., Collections unchanged from a 
year ago except slower in Asheville and 
Charleston. Favorable weather in Sep- 
tember brightened cotton crop outlook. 


SerpTEMBER 


16 


Region 20 
Aveust—Barometer 3°, above July, 
4°, above year ago, 31°, above U. S. 
SepTeMBER——Department store sales 
compared with a year ago: Augusta 
32°, Nashville +-10°%, Atlanta +-5°., 
Birmingham -+-6°,. Total réail trade 
compared with a year ago: Columbus 
12°., Augusta +10°., Atlanta +-6°., 
Macon +-5°,, Montgomery and Chatta- 
nooga -+-4°., Birmingham and Mobile 
+-3°,. Collections unchanged trom a year 
ago except slower in Augusta and Macon. 


Region 21 

Avucust—Barometer 3°. below July, 
12°. above a year ago, 30°, above U. S. 

SepTeMBER——Department store sales 
compared with a year ago: Miami +-15 
Jacksonville +-4' Fotal retail trade 
compared with a year ago: Jacksonville 

3°, Miami +5°., Tampa +15°.,. Col 
lections compared with a year ago: un 
changed Tampa, slower Jacksonville and 
Miami. Citrus harvest undertaken and 
indications pointed to a high yield. 


i 


Region 22 
Avucust—Barometer 11°, above July, 
below year ago, 18°”, above U. S. 
SePTEMBER—Department store sales 
compared with a year ago: Little Rock 
8°, Memphis —3 Total retail sales 
in Memphis and Little Rock 3°, above a 
year ago. Wholesale trade compared with 
1 year ago: Little Rock -+-2°4, Memphis 
1°. Collections compared with a year 
ago: Little Rock unchanged, Memphis 


slower. (Cotton crop outlook bright. 


Region 23 


Barometer 2 


AvuGUST 

above a year ago, 26 
SeptemBper—New Orleans department 
Total 
retail trade compared with a year ago: 
New Orleans -+-8°, Jackson -+-5°%.. Total 
wholesale trade compared with a year ago: 
Jackson -+-5°.,, New Orleans +-4 Col 
lections unchanged trom a year ago in 
New Orleans and slower tn Jackson. Ex 


above luly, 
above L P Ss. 
above 


store sales 9 a year ago. 


tensive promotions ot ready to-wear 


Region 24 

\ucust—Barometer 7°’, below July, 
3°’ above year ago, 32°, above LU. S. 

SepTeMBeER—-Department store sales 
compared with a year ago: El Paso +-16°_, 
Dallas +-s°”, Fort Worth + 2°4, Hous 
ton +2 Total retail trade compared 
with a year ago: Lubock -+-12°, Amarillo 
, San Antonio +-8°°, Shreveport 
and Houston -+2°°, Austin —2°¢. Dallas 
-5°., Waco —7 Collections steady to 
slower than a year ago. 


—~TO 


Region 25 
Avucust—Barometer 2°, above July, 
10°, above a year ago, 7°, above U. S. 
SepTeMBER—Denver department store 
sales 2°, above a year ago. Total retail 
trade compared with a year ago: Denver 
, Albuquerque +-1°.,.. Total whole- 
sale trade compared with a year ago: Al- 
buquerque -+-2° ., Denver —2 Collec- 
tions slower than a year ago. Television 
volume continued to account for a large 
part of the rise in retail volume. 


+10 


Region 26 

Avcust—Barometer 10°, above July, 
3°. above year ago, 1°, above U. S. 

SepTemBer— Trade conditions in Salt 
Lake City compared with a year ago: de- 
partment store sales -+-9 Total retail 
trade +-11°., wholesale trade -+15°%. Col- 
lections slower than a year ago. Obser- 
vance of state fair, commencing Septem 
ber 19, helped to boost volume of retailers 
in Salt Lake City. Auto sales lower than 
in preceding periods. 


Region 27 

Aucust—Barometer above a year 
ago and July, $°, above U. S. 

SepremMBber—Department store sales 
compared with a year ago: Seattle -+-5°,, 
Portland +4°., Spokane —1°%. Total 
retail trade compared with a year ago: 
Tacoma -+-5 Spokane -+4°4, Seattle 
3°, Portland +2°.. Wholesale trade 
compared with a year ago: Seattle -+-4°4, 
Tacoma +-3 Portland unchanged, 
Spokane —4 


Region 28 

Avucust—Barometer 10 
month ago, I 
below U. S. 

SepreMBeER—Department store sales 
compared with a year ago: Oakland +-2°%, 
San Francisco —7 Total retail trade 
compared with a year ago: Fresno -+-8 
San Francisco —2°., Sacramento —10°°. 
Wholesale trade compared with a year 
ago: Fresno unchanged, Sacramento 
~2° , San Francisco —9°/. Collections 
unchanged trom a year ago. 


Region 29 
Avucust—Barometer 7°, below July, 
above vear ago, 4°%, below U. S. 

SepTemBek—Department store sales 
compared with a year ago: San Diego 
+-8°”, Los Angeles -+-2°4. Total retail 
trade compared with a year ago: Los An- 
geles +8°, Phoenix +6°, San Diego 
-+-5°/. Wholesale trade compared with 
a year ago: Los Angeles +17°,, Phoenix 
and San Diego +-5°4. Collections more 
prompt in Los Angeles. 


below a 
below a year ago, 11°/ 
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